[Open access echocardiography in patients with suspected or confirmed heart failure].
Cardiac failure is a disease still characterized by high morbidity and mortality. The use of clinical criteria is not yet considered sufficient for the diagnosis of this disease by main scientific associations. Echocardiography can give important information not only for diagnosis, but also for prognosis and management of the disease. As a growing demand for echocardiography is expected in the near future scientific community should be ready to face this difficult challenge. In fact it will be necessary to implement and organize structures in which this technique will be readily and easily available, in order to facilitate the diagnosis and allow "personalized" management and follow-up in these patients.